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scattered the ruins and remains of civilized people
of whom nothing is definitely known. Over an area
of more than one million square miles there is scarcely
a square mile that does not contain evidences of once
having been inhabited by races who reached a high
state of culture, and many of whom performed al-
most incredible feats of engineering. Everywhere,
among the Andean ranges and upon the deserts, are
the ruins of temples, palaces, great cities, immense
walls, massive fortresses, as well as hundreds of
thousands of graves and tombs containing millions of
mummies.
Although many archeologists have studied and
excavated among these remains; although hundreds
of thousands of specimens have been obtained, and
although innumerable pamphlets, reports, and even
ponderous volumes have been written regarding
them, yet the surface has scarcely been scratched.
There are ruins and remains beyond calculation
which have never been examined; there are as many
more which have never been seen by white men and
by few of the native Indians. No doubt, somewhere
In these ruins of long-vanished civilizations, in some
crumbling palace or temple, or hidden in some tomb,
Is material that, when found, will solve the mysteries
surrounding these forgotten people.
It Is Impossible even to calculate the number of
the Inhabitants who once occupied the area. For a
stretch of more than one thousand miles north and
south there is an almost endless chain of cemeteries
and burial-mounds extending inland to beyond th*
Andes, In many of these the number of dead
interred is almost beyond conception* The earth is